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Drug overdose deaths by intent (manner): Colorado residents, 2015-2024
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement: 

Colorado residents, 2015-2024
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement: 

Colorado residents, 2015-2024
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement: 

Colorado residents, 2015-2024
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement: 

Colorado residents, 2015-2024
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement: 

Colorado residents, 2015-2024
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Age-adjusted rates of drug overdose deaths involving stimulants and co- 

involvement of opioids: Colorado residents, 2015-2024
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State Unintentional Drug Overdose 

Reporting System (SUDORS)

• Developed and funded by the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention (CDC) as part of the OD2A* grant

• Administered in 49 states and District of Columbia (Colorado 

funding started in 2019)

• Data collected from death certificates, coroner/medical 

examiner reports, and postmortem toxicology reports

• Captures over 600 variables for overdoses of unintentional or 

undetermined intent

• Collect Who, When, Where, How in order to understand the 

WHY

*OD2A: Overdose Data to Action grant



Percent of unintentional/undetermined drug overdose deaths by category 

of specific drug involvement: Colorado residents, 2020-2024
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Percent of unintentional/undetermined stimulant overdose deaths with

opioid involvement: Colorado residents, 2020-2024
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Drug overdose deaths (unintentional and undetermined) among persons 

experiencing homelessness, Colorado occurrences,

July 2019 – December 2023



Drug overdose deaths (unintentional and undetermined) by scene 

evidence and route of administration, Colorado occurrences, 

July 2019-December 2023



Drug overdose deaths (unintentional and undetermined) with naloxone

administered by quarter, Colorado occurrences, 

July 2019 – December 2023



Drug overdose deaths (unintentional and undetermined) by circumstances, 

Colorado occurrences, July 2019 – December 2023



Colorado Community Classifications of Counties as Urban, Rural, or Rural Resort by CO Department of Local Affairs.

Drug Overdose 

Deaths by Urban, 
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Resort designation
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Drug overdose deaths (unintentional and undetermined) by 

urban/rural/rural-resort geography, Colorado occurrences, 

2015–2024

Colorado Community Classifications of Counties as Urban, Rural, or Rural Resort by CO Department of Local Affairs.
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Drug overdose death rates (unintentional and undetermined) by 

urban/rural/rural-resort geography, Colorado occurrences, 

2015–2024

Colorado Community Classifications of Counties as Urban, Rural, or Rural Resort by CO Department of Local Affairs.
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Drug overdose deaths (unintentional and undetermined) by 

urban/rural/rural-resort geography, Colorado occurrences, 

July 2019 – December 2023

Substance as Cause of Death and other circumstances

Urban 

(percent)

Rural Resort

(percent)

Rural

(percent)

Opioid as Cause of Death (COD) 77.2% 75.5% 66.4%

Combined fentanyl, metabolites, and analogues as COD 50.5% 43.9%59.1%

Methamphetamine as COD 42.1% 28.7%
50.0%

Combined cocaine/cocaine metabolites as COD 16.7% 11.9%20.6%

Heroin/heroin metabolite/Morphine as COD 12.3% 13.0% 18.9%

Evidence of smoking 44.3% 21.1% 30.0%

Evidence of snorting/sniffing 15.8% 10.7%19.6%

Evidence of injection 19.7% 24.2% 19.7%

Naloxone Administered 17.4% 9.1% 10.0%



Nonfatal Overdose Emergency Department Visits at Acute Care Hospitals

in Colorado, 2016 - 2024
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Nonfatal Overdose Hospitalizations at Acute Care Hospitals in Colorado,

2016 - 2024
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Emerging substances present in drug overdose deaths, Colorado residents, 

2021-2025 (year-to-date)

Drug type

2021

(count)

2022

(count)

2023

(count)

2024

(count)

2025*

(count)

Xylazine 0 4 8 17 0

Nitazene <3 7 4 4 0

Carfentanil 0 0 <3 5 6

Bromazolam 14 14 50 48 8

Medetomidine 0 0 <3 <3 <3

Ketamine 8 16 16 17 17

Lidocaine 0 <3 0 0 <3

Deaths with one or two counts must be suppressed.

*2025 data are still preliminary and subject to change.

Please note that these deaths may have had other substances present.

Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment



Accessing Colorado drug overdose data

CDPHE COHID Link

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/cohid
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/cohid
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/cohid


CDC SUDORS Dashboard Link

https://www.cdc.gov/overdose-prevention/data-research/facts-stats/sudors-dashboard-fatal-overdose-data.html
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Thank you

Questions & Discussion
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