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Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Misuse Prevention 

Safe Disposal Work Group Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2026 via Zoom 

 
The meeting discussion is for informational purposes only and does not represent the position of 
the University of Colorado. 
 
Present: 
Becca Barnhart, Co-chair 
Aminta Bhutani, DEA 
Liliann Vito, City of Fort Morgan Senior Center 
CDPHE: Rayna Oliker, Terri Hurst, Melanie Horton 
Consortium: Hilary Bryant, Jessica Eaddy, Rosemarie MacDowell 
Absent: See attached list. 

Program Manager Hilary Bryant called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.  

Approval of Minutes:   

A motion was made to approve the June 2026 meeting minutes.  Motion approved.  

TakeMedsSeriously Campaign Update 

Hilary provided an update of the TMS campaign, which was launched in 2018.  The campaign 
promoted medication safe use, storage, and disposal.  Today’s meeting discussion focused on 
the campaign relevancy.  Hilary asked Liliann Vito for her comments.  Liliann said the topic is 
particularly relevant for the senior population and their families since they account for much of 
the medications requiring proper disposal.  She indicated that Genova Pharmacy will be 
conducting an educational session for seniors on safe medication disposal in her locality in 
October. 

Rayna Oliker spoke about the CDPHE household waste program and the disposal site map 
available on their website (link noted below). The sharps collection kiosks are not set up for 
general disposal at the disposal sites but are treated separately and incinerated.  She also 
mentioned a needle clipper and disposal option:  

Needle clipper example: https://consumerguide.diabetes.org/products/injection-aids/safe-clip) 

Aminta Bhutani mentioned another website with sharps disposal information: 
https://safeneedledisposal.org/ in addition to the DEA Take Back Program which is conducted 
twice a year.  The next DEA Take Back will be held on Saturday, October 24th from 10 a.m. to  
2 p.m. https://www.dea.gov/takebackday 
 
The DEA also sponsors an every day take back at over 16,000 locations in the US:  
https://www.dea.gov/everyday-takeback-day 
 
Work group members discussed other options available for seniors that would be of help to 
Liliann as well as general medication storage and disposal methods.  Becca Barnhart spoke 
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about a coalition in El Paso County, Colorado that successfully engaged seniors in Fountain's 
local Drug Take Back Day.  Aminta suggested the Fort Morgan Police Department register for a 
take back event when she sends her take back registration open email.  Liliann will provide the 
police department with Aminta’s email address.   
 
Hilary asked for other campaign update ideas and comments.   
 
Melanie Horton asked if she could access documentation to learn more about the campaign 
history.  Hilary discussed the Consortium’s work with SE2.  Becca suggested updates could 
include more information about safe storage, including lockboxes.  SafeRX medication storage 
has a combination code and other options are available.   

Community Events:  

Becca will be attending the Highlands Ranch Older Adult Health & Resource Expo on Thursday, 
October 8th from 1 to 4 p.m. 
https://www.highlandsranch.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/1343/306?sortn=EName&s
ortd=desc 

Adjournment/Next Meeting:  

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 21, 
2026 from 10:30 a.m. to noon via Zoom. 

Attachments: Work group roster 

Links noted in the Chat: 

TakeMedsSeriously: https://takemedsseriously.org/ 
 
CDPHE Colorado Household Medication and Sharps Takeback Program:  
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/dehs/medication-sharps-take-back 
 
Fort Morgan PD Medication Drop Off: 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1VAVgt5_wsMqtDVIYdwjSSpjdBjMDcjI&ll=40.235
68906970495%2C-103.92632899257812&z=12 
  
Medical Sharps & Medication Disposal Finder: 
https://www.safetyfromtheseat.com/medical-sharps-medication-disposal-finder 
  
Waste industry safety, training, tools and insights for drivers, technicians, trainers, safety 
professionals, and managers: https://www.safetyfromtheseat.com/contact-me 
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