Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Misuse Prevention
Prescriber & Provider Work Group Meeting Minutes

May 22, 2026 via Zoom

(The following minutes and discussion are for informational purposes only and do not represent
the position of the University of Colorado.)

Present:

Josh Blum, MD, and Ryan Jackman, MD, Co-chairs
John Mills, Denver Health

Don Stader, MD, Epifluence

Jackie O’Hara, Jet Marketing

Rachel Linger, Rocky Vista University

Dawn Garcia, HCPF

Jack Storti, DCC

Ryan Mueller, BHA

Andres Guerrero, CDPHE

Consortium: Jennifer Place, Jessica Eaddy, Shayna Micucci, Rosemarie MacDowell
Absent: See attached roster

Co-chair, Josh Blum, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made to approve the February 2026 work group meeting minutes. Motion
approved.

Legislative Updates:

The work group discussed the following legislation:

SB 26-138: Reducing Administrative Burdens on Healthcare https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB26-
138, an amended bill that exempts providers from certain requirements considered duplicative
(with the exception of dentists and veterinarians who are still subject to a one-hour controlled
substances education requirement for license renewal).

HB 26-1325: Natural Medicine https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB26-1325 establishes the ibogaine
research pilot program in the Behavioral Health Administration to research the safety and
effectiveness of using ibogaine to treat mental health conditions and substance use disorders.

Current Provider Education Activities:

Josh and Jessica reviewed current and upcoming educational sessions, including a June 17
session on palliative care that includes a palliative care clinician presentation:

Registration for June 17"" Zoom session:
https://ucdenver.zoom.us/meeting/reqister/vpioTk1YS8awJF4CV7CAgQ
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Enduring modules currently on the iCompass platform will be discontinued. Because iCompass
is changing their system, CME certificates issued will need to be downloaded by the deadline of
June 15™. https://coloradoconsortium.compasshcc.org/

Future Education Programs:

Josh summarized the work group’s educational offerings and outlined plans to transition to more
of a centralized “clearinghouse” that would include other training from around the state related
to opioid stewardship, substance use disorder identification treatment, and pain management.
The education calendar would include training offered by CAM, the University of Colorado, and
others. Lunch and learn sessions would remain on the calendar.

Jessica asked work group members to let her know if they have any other education program
suggestions or topics they would recommend: Jessica.eaddy@cuanschutz.edu

Jet Marketing Update (Jackie O’Hara):

Jackie provided a brief summary of her organization’s work with the Consortium, including the
promotion of educational modules and the development of a large provider database. She
recommended that a calendar of educational offerings should include vetted Colorado
organizations. The calendar could be promoted to listings in the database. Meeting participants
discussed the possibility of hosting such a calendar on a simplified, one to two-page website
since the Consortium website will become part of the university’s website later this year. A
separate website would require university approval.

Jen Place indicated there might be a place for the calendar on the new Consortium university
website, but that it was too soon to tell how the website will be transitioned.

Work group members discussed the calendar structure, i.e., search capability, addition of
relevant conferences, and use as a planning calendar in order to avoid duplication or conflict
with other events.

Ryan mentioned keeping the calendar local, as it could help foster networking.

Jen pointed out the advantage of a nonprofit offering education programs since there isn’'t a
conflict of interest potential that can arise when organizations operate from a profit-making
position and have financial incentives to promote certain videos or practices.

Josh suggested the work group should vet for-profit modules that use paywalls to ascertain if
they contain any evidence of bias or marketing attempts. If the modules are found to be of high
quality, evidence based, and non-promotional, they could then be listed on the calendar.

Work group members discussed how they are currently informed of educational opportunities
(general emails, SAMHSA notifications).

Jessica mentioned that many educational offerings tend to be Denver-centric, and she hoped
that the western slope would be given more attention. She also spoke about other educational
offerings in the past that were not widely promoted.

Don Stader proposed Colorado ASAM as a vehicle for disseminating education information and
he cited several well-known conferences and annual meetings held in Colorado that have
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attracted national attendance. He asked if a collaboration with ASAM might be considered,
including a conference that could be held at a ski area.

Josh mentioned several well received single-day conferences that were co-sponsored by the
Consortium and the Colorado Pain Society several years ago and suggested potential partners
within the state could include COSAM, the Denver Health Center for Addiction Medicine, Rocky
Vista, Memorial, and various rural health partners.

Jen commented on the need to educate behavioral health providers regarding MAT, noting that
it's been a “hard sell” even though MAT is evidence based and has saved lives.

Suggested Topics — Future Education Events:

Ryan recommended lunch and learn sessions that include a focus on issues providers are
currently encountering. He said he is often asked about the following:

7-Hydroxymitragynine withdrawal and management, outpatient alcohol withdrawal
management, hallucinogens, and management of polysubstance use disorders (how to prioritize
which substance and keep individuals engaged) and that there could be a role for novel models
of care that are making a difference. He also suggested an updated lunch and learn about the
evidence for (and limitations of) therapeutic use of hallucinogens.

Josh added the following: Kratom withdrawal and management, outpatient alcohol withdrawal
management, hallucinogens, management of polysubstance use disorders, how to prioritize
which substance, and how to keep people engaged. Rachel included the clinical risks of high-
dose kava consumption (Kratom-kava combination).

John Mills said that almost every training request the CAM Academy received this year has
been relative to adolescent substance use, treatment for adolescent OUD, AUD, and
polysubstance use in addition to adolescent withdrawal management protocols. He has also
had conversations with Scott Simpson at Children's Hospital about behavioral intervention
training for their staff members.

Jessica indicated she would like to see an adolescent-focused conference for Colorado or a
series of lunch and learn sessions. She included the following link in the chat: Third Annual
North Carola Adolescent SUD Conference: https://addiction-medicine.org/adolescent-sud-
conference/

Don suggested the possibility of a high-quality Colorado conference with national leaders that
could be funded via the AG Infrastructure Grant.

A brief discussion was held regarding levels of care set forth in ASAM criteria and the impact on
patient care. Don is now ASAM president.

Ryan Mueller said he spoke with Dr. Stewart at the ASAM conference about the challenges
related to the PDMP central registry, how information can be accessed to best treat a patient,
and MOUD in non-OTP settings (particularly ER departments). They also discussed the
possibility of a guidance document or educational offering to address these challenges.
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Adjournment and Next Meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. The next work group meeting will be held on Friday,
July 31, 2026 from 1 to 2 p.m. via Zoom.

Attachment: Work group roster

Selected comments noted in the chat:

Joshua Blum: | have a sense for the legislation but seeking discussion particularly around how
to ensure continuity of access to effective MOUD

Ryan Mueller: How could Consortium or others provide support/guidance to these pilot sites,
inform the BHA, legislature, etc.

Joshua Blum: Great questions, Ryan. | hope we’ll have some time to discuss this but also
happy to have an additional conversation about the bill outside of this meeting.

Rachel Linger:| am mentoring a medical student on a project that might make a good lunch &
learn topic: Clinical Risks of High Dose Kava Consumption for Individuals with AUD.

Jen Place: Sukhmeet Sandhu, MD is trying to build out SUD services within Children's Hospital.
Would love to involve her in this conversation.

Joshua Blum: Yes, they are building out their hub and spoke system and just received
infrastructure funding for their inpatient service.



